Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0509 First Language Chinese November 2020
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/12
Reading, Direct Writing and Classical Chinese

%15 &

F A EENKREFE K RE ST @ E NN BTG REMA Y, LA SN, 2045
TR ABMB L FLEMEIRE S, B A AR T a9 4F L

& TINAAT iR A La A B A, AREAEMENARNEZR, mL2EE—28
B E A A A K, BB IAE TREMFEG—E KR,

W T BT E— N, KA
3 R A FLADAT S Z R 0 R, AR LY 6 X B3/, e “ 5
B2, ORI, CCUERT, R CRBEBRLT FF, AHAAHTHETNEGA

HE K,
F IR A AT IR A T /18 /18 4/ 8] F 9 TE A & B AR F @ 0 A &
ReB IR, AT AE A R, MEFFE;

e 95 1T 8 I D ATAE B R A TR LB T RFvmikd, Q3648 aom A58 M5

7 kR B AR
E BN NE, FHERBEOEENED S

N T BIFF IR, E A%

A

BRI — RN, FHRAE LLEHM S I

THEHR

PAZ K P HFE—ANFIA, ARG RS BB L P EBFAXGFR., FiEN

B, AT, RERY R

ARAEFR BRI N BT BN, MARENANEN I E;
FERBAEG B &9 AR @ h9EE, JHE R IE #6935 LA Ak X
FEERT, SRR, SIEA I, BN S 6 RIRGEEEY G
18 B 5 2 a) X VAR % 09500,

T AT B =M P, £ AR

~ S~ s

AE 45 8 L5 L3315 v A e 81 3F s LRI 3B 3915
TR S E SO E LR 98 69 AR R ik
REAB B 22 L E LA IR 4 A RS K o

[5%4 Cambridge Assessment
%} International Education

© 2020



Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0509 First Language Chinese November 2020
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

R X N E V.Y & R

A IXE RGBT E A GEIE, HHRECEN LM, 2H5ERLT g2
o RIADHFEEFRFRIALRE, FAEAMNSFRGH X2 KRB AEAT R, HFALKT
BOFey AL, BRTHRIFWERET, AEALGEEPIRAZRES, RIH5HF AT AN
S H9FE SR BAT AL AR, SF AL S ARIE ) AL 69 B KK B AT SUF AR K AGIRES, RTREE
BT 6945 B

G &3] KPS G RE IR 8 0 SR VE, A NASERE, AHTEE
RIRNHI BT MM AL, SR B % A R — TR R B

AR —F, RIApFLELNL RIFOREEMBRS, FLAEREF G KB ESAR AT
AL GAEEG PR T MART & 0. —LFEARAE PRG-I Ae B eEit ), FResF
Wik AL, LR 30 FH LA EAREBEAA T RE SR XA LB — LA iH
Do HFAMBIZERTHREFAAT—LX418, e “TA” . “UTAH” . “A&E”
CERT . “REALT FF, IHRA YT ER,

BON, — A A S 91 R A R P09 6 AT AR MO SEARAS Ay s T B — e A K
B EIFH B R e — D E A SRR BHE TR — R E, e “F7
“ECLCRmMT L C“HFT . “HiET . BRI SERGEM. A—kFELT 2
At — s S, de CREKT L CELT . “los” | BATES, HREEAREF E
Hid 8 E A

B2 Rm B, BARRH, FEANRARSABEN. K0 FLRYRELD L
K, AR EIAN X B EAL BT BAE, — A /) iR AR BARIE B AE A B A A |
AR, ARBALB MR, WAL F L EIT AN, E, SEHAEELNLE
My, &R EFHEIETHATEE, ML RRE R BE L, A2 RB 540t
fo PTVA, FAERZAT@mbA R PIARK, AREEROSFAATRKGNAH G R, H3TA
#8 S 0h i 69 W) B A A M AR s, A BB TR B TR BAE. RN FE A A BRI
RIMAHRAE LLEA 532, HEHM,

ERBE |, —se% d Jhom i iR R AT B — b AR F
M, MR E R L E LENE G EE A R 08 69 B R

Sk AR 19 22 &Y B

%'_%ﬁ%’ l“;])%ﬁ""

(a) & SN P) AL ) BAFARAT, ACATIT B F K TR R 5 F 5 KR RARET T
AL RAT R R, — I F A REF CRER RMARFHES KL,

PR VAR REAT 5o

(b) RERERFLEM R NEFRUOESEAMERL L, —EFERNZEARR
R, BAFAETERBRELFPHREAMBELEEEE, AARLHIAE L, —&
FARB AL TP, RARBIEL ‘R OSEANET. XKFoFAE

[5%4 Cambridge Assessment
%} International Education © 2020



Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0509 First Language Chinese November 2020
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

gl R AR, — NI EARIR L, WA MR LT AR
¥, VLR A IE N

(c) RERRIFDFLQERRIT, FETHD. A—LFLERALET “HioT L7
BABERmRATEHD

Qi

@) B, A SN AR AR, KIS F AR
é@ fg’[’k‘o

b6 X R IR P RS

(e) REMEEEE PRI E FIabFERWNE ), — X AERFAEE. RARS
RO E AR E L AIMEZ A MBS S N RS RGR A, —E A S
IMREF), REFRPARMNZ A A RIFEG KR, 1225 A BAE B R H L VLE AN
Z B EgHRKE, TR EARD.

(f) REMEEEEEAGPW AR . DR F ERBEME THIEAEED
H A AR, ERGEEERNT “KR7 BAAIMAIRAEA 695K/ 3F R F5 2 3F4 R
Frl; miREEE RTINS E R AAIMAEE “CFMF L7 RE BT R F0
WA, XA RN S HE AL, FTATR AT

(9) RERIGZEHEMBAR, EEFAEPEER), AEENBZEFPTAAHEIEA

sk A Rl — R, KD FE AT —R S, RARARIGE AT
BTN, MR ATHELEE “R” ARIMESIKRGFERL LG T, —F
AR AL IRB| EAGYIES, 1R ZAR A CHIESE NI T,

(h) XIEAE R A IREF MBS BB “MEMR” LAH 4. K9 HAEELE
A, BT 3t a) T ey EAT A0 E MBS, m—RFE AW TILTFME
IR ILTF8IFNE, BV R BRI o

() AR F A A K R A TS HEE RA S A RAY MR ENRAN. B
T AR A3/ 40 A T SOP 6 B S R AR AT 833 /3 4B Y AT

Lo HB AP, LRAETH B EREEFEA,

() FEFZINEAEKRBHE “FRELEXTT” 988, —E£FLRBIE LA X
—mARY KT FTREZRT: B—mARY “K” BEBRKT/ AT .

(i) AFLEGEREFTURS, RERLAREENG, —LFLRBME “FXK7 AT
“RTRE, B, UWA—RFA LAY ERT AT, TS, R
AN meg—E ARG E N H 5, LA “ENFRAREFHBE , ARiFE

B o

(i) XEAFEBFRE, KA FLERBERY, £ART “K” Evies, Rt
—FREILTF e AL E A A

(v) REMEEZAMBE RAKE” EETXPRED, K0 F AR MRS FK
FREGRE, F—5. —REALRMT “GH7 , MENRETRE, FREY.

[5%4 Cambridge Assessment
%} International Education © 2020



Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0509 First Language Chinese November 2020
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

FAFRMBHEFAINTODEERAZ ALK, IMHFLOHELT. REHE

F @SR
=34, FA=

FAEZRATHFARRLE —BLF, QRFNAE “GHFF” o LFRAREFA T
ZEMEL S AefE LR F KA ERIT A RS . AT RIS, AT RN
REAT R P ARE 09— &, JHAA A kA B B P a0 R XA R A, A2
WU R G RN, & LRE B @ QR R, #RRIEEE B 6k ARG R E S A A
RER AT,

3%

SRR, FARIFEST

F A RIS P R ARAT YL, ARSI LT N ERDEZRKFH=AF -, K3F
DHEERBAFZFTEIRSGOANDEABR, AoRERIZTRERFTHENFAZ, &
B FREARA “FHAFTF” R AL R A IEGNAS R ARK ENIT 4
Mneyizs,

IO A R A5 K 2] 14/15 RFH 15/15 4, JaT MR a9 [ 12 32 M7 Ak 77 AR 43 S ik
BAR K F R UG, FXEFITON., IBERT EGR D,

— & L F ARG IFWHE T H R F ARG T HAGFE I, 2R EEE P RFE -
AR PR NRENE R, MRS RB RGN EER LI ER AR, L —REAR
Rk RK P —AFRRAANF AT I, LT R R, A feiA 2] &5 e 58

SRR AR AR S s, ST VAT RAF M R M Ae 2 K RIS, X FE AR
TN 22 7 R BT T~ AR B 48 P E i Ae B 45T B

!
1}3

< 3
N
1R
m N

KA H ARG B EMFAW L F, FI@3E R RBRFEAREMGELELF R A TH
MEGBA Y. KN XL FALEZRGFHAZR, XFIKREELFRELRTH, A
e B Ky L,

L@ F A8 F RSN A THIESTHOHRARLTFHEN, RF\GEERE, Uk
A 815 T A AT T R B 1

Tt At

i
o —akE
B

| 449 B

ALY AL, AT E L AARIR, BT A BAE 172 3
B AR RS L RO KRBV RE A RS BEA T LA, FERRIFRZTR
By, RHAMNE, BEREZEES.

AR it FAR A K Z 4 BAE XM A R TN AT AR AL HGLFHF A
':g‘j

[5%4 Cambridge Assessment
%} International Education © 2020



Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0509 First Language Chinese November 2020
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

=345, FA=

)25

X 38 A

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

(i)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

(h)

FHEH AT LT LAY IEMEA T

KHNEALXEAEFTHY. —REARTREES 5 AR
—hr. BAHLEELHRAANGH T, de BT Ao ke, TRA

N

XSG FEA, FABFIEFTE, RI b3 LT ey Ry 2t

XA EEFEAML T RRE EAGIEE “AHE” , LT e EiE R IR
“HIAHAN” kE@ %, RIpHEEMETY; —REL T LT EHRPBYELE, 24
EAAE S P KRB A EE, B LK EAHTE R Lo

REREEEAERE P EAGE)FREARFRELAE ExFELa9EE, XiEA,
EABERTIARMEE, AN EERBALTRIEHMGEE, RE LA
FRIARL, —RFALARAEABE “LF” XEXAELE “ULFHRFEL” 89 &
EmdliFaik, AmXAFr. LA—EFA XA EHRFTM, LR THAF “IRaz
A G CEAFFAM, LERRRE|EMAE N REE, PTALERESD

MFEENEEFTAEE, ZBANREEHFLEREAMER . EMOBEEL “UFiF
BEANZ#TEH ¢, IHEERANRIME, —F 4 XEFFRINKL, 2LH
B, LA —REAE AR AEMX G ENET S,

K30 F AR 95k HH S KXl 5 FA,

X8 AR E B A IR & 0880 R LR L

\
&
N

AR R AR CHT R —5

X
RANH A fde 47 RAIER PIA” BF BT . m—BHF L EIER
TURA, REA

REAMEAEER AN/ LR, KAPFADERRE, B HBHFLDE
“HB7, RN

MFEEQERFT AN, RAPFECFIERFRL, Rk LFda
“UR” BFERR G R R e BRET . —RFAMNEBELR OB B U
B, RS, RRBBd BB REEAMERNF L, FE—5.

XA RUE B HE A RIFOL T L5k, m L Bh ppFe b IR S o £ 410
BWEERLAN. AN E ARG E Bia L IREHG LI, FrRYE &
CIH RN B To —EF A BRI LFTAMRIFAIILM, 2L T A A T 58
HAFMARAG BT, KRB, LA —I5F L Z AL FHILMH, BRI EF
h B A%,

[5%4 Cambridge Assessment
%} International Education © 2020



Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0509 First Language Chinese November 2020
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/12
Reading, Direct Writing and Classical Chinese

Key messages

Candidates need to demonstrate a good level of reading comprehension in both modern and classical
Chinese. They also need to show their linguistic competence when writing, producing well-organised,
effective responses.

In all parts of the paper candidates need to ensure that they spend time reading the questions carefully and
making sure they understand exactly what is being asked. They are also advised to spend time proof-reading
their responses to check for any mistakes or technical errors.

In order to do well in Section 1, candidates should:

e read each question carefully to identify exactly what is being asked, highlighting the keywords/phrases
in each question such as ‘attitude’, ‘changes’, ‘views’ and ‘based on the whole passage’ etc. This will
help candidates focus on the specific requirements of the question

e understand how to recognise implied meaning, as well as explicit meaning to answer questions

e interpret, analyse and evaluate ideas and opinions as well as facts

e be able to discuss and analyse how authors achieve effects or use language to influence the reader,
including specific techniques such as metaphor and descriptive language

e  pay attention to the mark allocation to ensure that they develop their answers fully enough to score all
available marks

In order to do well in Section 2, candidates should:

e make a plan before writing the essay to help ensure it is well-structured

clearly focus on all elements of the task and select relevant facts, ideas and opinions from passages 2
and 3, developing, evaluating or analysing the chosen content.

respond using ideas rooted in the passages, rather than personal experience or anecdotes

consider the audience and purpose of the piece and write in an appropriate register

structure arguments logically and link ideas with appropriate connectives

use complex sentences and varied and precise vocabulary

In order to do well in Section 3, candidates should:

. be able to translate classical words into modern words

. know the basic function words in classical texts

e be able to conclude what insight the classical texts bring to a modern audience

General comments

This is the first time that candidates sat the new Reading, Directed Writing and Classical Chinese paper, and
most candidates performed well. Candidates seemed familiar with the format and requirements of the paper,
and were well-prepared, showing good exam technique. It was evident that most had a thorough
understanding of the passages and questions in all three sections and were able to provide responses based
on the correct part of the passage to access all the available marks.

Questions requiring candidates to cite information or find explicit answers from the passages were generally
done well, while questions needing deeper analysis or understanding inference sometimes challenged even
the more able candidates.
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In Question 1, most candidates showed good comprehension skills and were able to score highly in
questions testing either explicit meaning or more straightforward ideas and opinions. The best responses
showed great skills of analysis and summary, with many using clear and well-chosen language. In some
cases, there was evidence of questions being misunderstood or needing to be explained more fully in order
to achieve all the available marks. Some candidates would have benefited from greater familiarity with
keywords used in the questions such as ‘& &', ‘74, ‘F &, T, ‘EoHL2 L.

Whilst some candidates could competently discuss the use of metaphor or the function of descriptive
language and the effects these have on the reader, others seemed less secure in this area. It was also
evident in a small number of cases that the terms word, phrase, sentence, verb, adjective, etc. were not
clearly understood. Some candidates could also improve on differentiating synonyms, such as ‘% 3k’, ‘% &,
‘42.3’, and making sure they select the best words to fit the context.

In Question 2, the Direct Writing task, performance was positive and satisfactory. Most candidates were
able to identify and draw relevant points from both passages to answer all parts of the question. The
strongest responses successfully developed and evaluated the chosen points in a way that clearly fulfilled all
elements of the task and presented a well-organised article written in an appropriate tone for the audience
and purpose. Weaker responses were characterised by the production of a straightforward summary of the
ideas expressed directly in the passages without going on to develop or analyse them fully. Candidates need
to ensure that they read the task carefully, as some limited the marks that could be awarded as not all parts
of the task had been completed. Candidates should also be advised to devote a small amount of time to
planning before they start to write in order to ensure their responses are organised and coherent.

In Question 3, some candidates demonstrated a sound knowledge of classical Chinese, whilst others found

this part of the paper quite difficult. The most common areas of challenge were either identifying the meaning
of words or understanding the function words.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1

(a) This question was very well handled by many candidates who clearly presented the contrast
between the mild pain in the leg joints and the mother’s exaggerated account of broken legs. Some
candidates mistakenly regarded ‘% "% %’ as the mother’s exaggerating claims, and so could be
credited.

(b) This question required candidates to understand how the author’s attitude towards the mother’s
exaggerations had changed. Some candidates found this challenging, as they needed to recognise
and interpret what was implied in the text. The best answers showed evidence of careful reading
and analysis and were able to accurately describe the change of attitude their own words. Most
candidates achieved one mark by either answering ‘my’ attitude was # % before or # & now,
without providing both. Weaker responses relied on lifting relevant sentences from the passage;
this was insufficient as it did not show understanding or explanation of the implicit information in the
passage.

(c) This question was well answered by most candidates, many of whom achieved full marks. Where
all three marks were not awarded, this was often because the first action ‘5¢.i %’ showing ‘my’
patience towards the mother had been omitted.

(d) This was another very well answered question. The majority of candidates were able to identify the
changes of mother’s feelings to the ‘false alarm’ as described in the text.

(e) This question assessed candidates’ ability to analyse and understand implicit meaning in context.
Many candidates found this question challenging. Only candidates with strong analytical skills were
able to specify the ‘tacit’ relationship between the grandma and the grandson from the interaction
between them. Some candidates tended to write the things that the grandma and the grandson did
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together or more general comments about them enjoying a good relationship, which were not
enough to gain a mark.

This question targeted the skills of analysis and interpretation, and only the strongest candidates
were able to understand what was implied in the text. Good responses explained the reason why ‘I
was happy after seeing the interaction between the grandma and the grandson — because of the
way they applied the poem to the exaggerations in their daily life. A significant number of answers
copied the phrase ‘i#14L 5+ £’ from the passage or discussed their passion in reciting the poem,
which could not be awarded a mark.

This global reading comprehension question tested candidates’ ability to analyse and summarise.
This question also proved to be challenging for some candidates, with most gaining 1 or 2 marks.
Only the most capable candidates achieved full marks by identifying and summarising in their own
words the changes in the views of “#” on the exaggerations of grandma and grandson. Many
candidates managed to select relevant material from the passage but needed to go on to
summarise and explain the viewpoint of the author (“4”).

This question required candidates to understand and interpret what the author wanted to indicate
through the son ‘patting his chest’. The majority of candidates demonstrated good skills of
understanding and interpretation and gained the mark. Weaker candidates missed the mark by
analysing the son’s words rather than the son’s action.

This question tested candidates’ ability to understand how the author used language to achieve
effects and influence readers. Candidates needed to interpret what the underlined words/phrases
meant in the context or what the author wanted to illustrate in using them. Each question is worth 2
marks, which means that two points were needed to answer the question.

Candidates were required to give two key points that the overstatement ‘B &AL & F T’
suggested. Many candidates answered the question fully with one point to say ‘I’ listened too many
times and the other point to show that ‘I’ was getting numb.

This question proved to be challenging to many and a varied performance was seen. Many
candidates accurately interpreted the word ‘3 %’ as ‘LA’ and gained one mark. Others wrote
‘%@t instead of ‘LA’ and could not gain the mark because the mis-written characters affected the
meaning of the word. Only the strongest candidates managed to get the second key point

TR IR TR

This was a well answered question. Most candidates achieved 2 marks by explaining ‘42 & %7’
showed tension/worries and further explained what ‘I’ was worried about or what made ‘I’ nervous.

This question required candidates to explain the word ‘#¢ 2 X %’ in context. Most candidates were
able to explain the reason why ‘my mother’ burst into laughter and scored a mark. Some
candidates misunderstood ‘4% #’ and explained it as ‘ugly facial image’, which was not accepted as
a right answer. Candidates needed to draw a contrast (sudden change) of her emotions after she
heard the grandson’s answer to gain another mark. Answers which merely described her happy
feeling could not be credited.

Section 2

Question 2

Candidates were required to write an article in their own words for their school newspaper introducing the
idea of ‘slash youth’ to students. The article needed to use the ideas from passages 2 and 3 and develop
them relevantly to cover the three areas of the question. In order to reach the highest marking bands,
candidates needed to ensure they had addressed all aspects of the question, supporting their ideas with
details from the passages and producing a well organised and carefully structured report. Candidates should
take note of the intended audience and write in an appropriate tone and style for the purpose, using suitable
vocabulary.
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Reading
In general, candidates performed well in this question.

Candidates demonstrated a good understanding of the passages and were able to use the ideas in the texts
to cover the three areas outlined in the question. Most candidates were awarded marks for reading in the top
two levels, showing awareness of the need to fulfil all elements of the task and referring to the reasons that
motivate people to become ‘slash youth’, their character traits, and the factors about ‘slash youth’ that worry
the older generation.

The strongest responses which obtained 14/15 marks showed excellent comprehension skills and an ability
to select a wide range of facts, ideas and opinions from both passages, developing and evaluating them to
complete the task.

Some responses presented a clear progression of ideas relating to the three areas of the question, but had a
tendency to elaborate excessively on a small number of points from the texts, rather than offering a broader

range of supporting evidence. In a few cases, answers were presented with major omissions in one element
of the task, and could therefore not be placed in the higher marking bands for reading.

Some weaker responses did not score well for reading and could have been improved with more careful
reading of the question and instructions. Such responses often developed their claims based on their own
experience or personal views rather than using content from the passages.

Writing

The majority of candidates were able to provide a well-organised response, using connectives effectively to
create a fluent piece and using precise language throughout their writing. Most responses were written within
the guidelines given for length. Overly long responses are not encouraged as these tend to result in less
focused writing.

The top marks in writing were awarded to candidates who used their own language to carefully structure their
answers with consistently well chosen and precise vocabulary and who wrote in an appropriate tone for the
audience.

Responses which relied on considerable lifting of materials from the texts without reorganising the ideas or
paraphrasing the language often resulted in an ineffective or unconvincing answer and therefore did not
score highly for writing. Some weaker responses were characterised by an absence of good and powerful
connectives or contained incorrectly written characters; others needed a better awareness of audience and
purpose to ensure the writing was of an appropriate style.

Section 3
Question 3

This question stretched the abilities of candidates in their comprehension of classical Chinese.

=4l

(a) The majority of candidates achieved full marks. A few missed the second mark for ‘% 1F’. Answers
with specific examples of the valuables, e.g. ‘% %’ and ‘%4, could not be credited.

(b) This multiple choice question was handled well by the full range of candidates, showing good
understanding of the text.

(c) This question required candidates to identify the right phrase from the text. They could convey the
phrase ‘A 1 #" as the answer or translate it into modern Chinese ‘# %7 #) A’. Most candidates were
able to gain the mark. Weaker candidates generally either struggled to find the right answer in the
text or overly interpreted the meaning of the phrase which changed the original meaning.

(d) Candidates were required to specify how the king showed his respect to his soldiers after the
victory of the Haonan Battle. A range of responses was produced by candidates. Capable
candidates were able to identify the answer from the text or translate it into modern Chinese
successfully. Some candidates missed out the key phrase ‘& &’ or translated ‘4%’ inaccurately,
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while some others did not pay close enough attention to the requirement of the question ‘after the
victory of the Haonan Battle’.

(e) This question proved to be challenging to many. The best answers quoted ‘VA i # 82 A Z k5%
directly from the text. Some candidates attempted to translate this into modern Chinese without
success. The least successful responses came from those who struggled to understand the
meaning of the sentence.

(f) This multiple choice question was very well answered by the majority of candidates.
(9) This question required candidates to translate the underlined words into modern Chinese.
(i) The majority of candidates responded well to this question with the answer ‘#F’.

(i)  Alarge number of candidates were successful in explaining the meaning of ‘4. In some instances,
candidates interpreted it as ‘because’ instead of ‘therefore’, which could not gain a mark.

(iii)  This question was generally well handled, with most candidates answering ‘A#7’, ‘i< %’ or other
alternative words. A small number of candidates wrote ‘& H’, which was not credited.

(iv) Alarge number of candidates found it challenging to translate ‘4%’ into modern Chinese in this
context. Responses like ‘%’ or *“§ /&’ were not accepted. Candidates who were able to present the
special structure of ‘4 (target)/& 8’ or with other alternative words were awarded a mark.

(h) This question required good knowledge of classical Chinese as well as the ability to analyse and
summarise the whole text. Responses to this question produced a variety of performance. Capable
candidates demonstrated a good understanding of the passage and were able to take a broad view
of the relevance of the passage in modern Chinese. Some candidates showed a good
understanding of the passage but struggled to use their own words to explain the significance of
the story to a modern audience. The weakest responses displayed a lack of genuine
comprehension of the whole passage, and so were unable to produce a credible response.
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FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/22
Writing
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FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/22
Writing

Key messages

e The new assessment required candidates to answer two questions, one from each section. A small
number of candidates only answered one question. Centres should remind candidates to answer one
question from Section 1 and one question from Section 2.

e Candidates should note down the question numbers that they attempt to write and choose either the
traditional or simplified character version of the paper. Chinese characters should always be used, and
both English and pinyin should be avoided.

e Candidates should read the questions carefully and have an accurate understanding of the questions.
Answers should be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to be addressed with as
much relevant information as possible.

e Candidates should clearly present a strong position on a particular topic and persuade the reader when
writing an argumentative essay. When writing a discursive essay, candidates should present both sides
of the discussion. Sophisticated structures and a wide range of relevant facts and ideas should be
included.

e Centres need to make sure that candidates are aware of the register and genre of descriptive and
narrative essays. Candidates should focus on telling a complete story for the narrative essay and
describe vivid images and scenarios for the descriptive essay.

e Candidates are reminded to write clearly and legibly to ensure the Examiner can read their scripts and
fully credit them for what has been written.

General comments

Many candidates understood the purpose of the tasks and expressed ideas and opinions. They were able to
produce well-structured and mostly fluent essays with appropriate register and tone. Candidates who scored
high marks used complex sentences and idioms confidently, linked ideas in a logical way, and provided
relevant details to support viewpoints and ideas.

Most of the responses were within the advised length of between 400 and 600 characters. An essay requires
a certain number of words to fulfil the task, and using a wide range of vocabulary, appropriate register and
sophisticated expressions is rewarded. A small number of candidates only wrote one essay, produced
essays containing less than 400 characters or noted down the question number without an attempt to
respond to the question. Candidates should be reminded that there would not be enough evidence of their
ability to gain the highest marks if they write significantly fewer than 400 characters for each essay.

In some responses, one essay was much longer than the other one. It’s likely that candidates needed to
manage their time more effectively in the exam so one of the essays was written in a rush without an ending.
Centres should continue to support candidates to develop awareness on exam time management.

The full range of performance was seen across all four types of writing. More candidates chose Question 3
in Section 1, Question 5 and Question 8 in Section 2. Candidates in general showed more confidence in
writing argumentative and discursive topics. As bullet points were given in Question 3 and Question 4, most
candidates could follow the structure and wrote some relevant details. Many candidates responded to a
descriptive task in a narrative style and vice versa.

Style and Accuracy
Many candidates used simple grammatical structures precisely and sometimes attempted complex ones with

success. Strong candidates could write in an appropriate register, use well-structured and complex
sentences and ambitious vocabulary. The proportion of each paragraph is similar in good essays. Weaker
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responses lacked clarity, contained simple or repetitive sentences and included incorrect characters and/or
pinyin.

A lot of candidates could use punctuation confidently, especially commas and full stops. However, some
responses showed sentence separation issues and spelling and grammatical errors. Candidates should be
reminded that the use of idioms and sayings only enhance the quality of the language when used
appropriately.

Some common errors appearing in responses are as follows:

e Homophones and homonyms: # 7k (iK) i, RE (FE i), =&F L), I ()H, KUK &k

o Pleonasm: &A1 A T K&, KAKOEFFATERN A T E R LREMNOR D, BHRAERERAG
B 'E. Responses showed interference from English grammar.

e Sentence fragment: HAR AR FWIHITEH — R LABAE)D, XKL ES, (Asubjectis missing in the
second sentence.) #uFiX IFE, (H o RIkIk) LR AR AR KR, BidHASFERELEILEEETHG
VAT R A 0IEE,

e Redundant expression: & F &k, &INFXANIE,

e Use ‘f' to link two sentences: Xk 2/ Lt RAE R ER#& Fh A2 F =44F,

e Incomplete complex sentences or run-on sentences: A& {EHE R LA ERAHTE T EG X R AL, O
WAt L LW R, MER AR FEAMNACER, FARMNIAEREE. FAHILFHLTESRG SR
TURKE

e  Punctuation: Lack of comma useage, misuse of Chinese serial comma and incomplete quotation marks.

e Register and tone do not suit the style of writing: In some argumentative and discursive essays,
colloquial language was used; description or narrative was used to list facts and present positions,
providing irrelevant details.

Content and Structure

Many candidates produced clear texts that communicate effectively and chose vocabulary to create effect
appropriate to purpose. Successful responses contained convincing arguments, balanced discussion, vivid
images and atmosphere and engaging stories. Those who scored high marks also wrote clear and well-
sequenced paragraphs, created tension and climax, and avoided repetition. Weaker responses were
characterised by intrusive ideas, irrelevant details or lack of direction.

Candidates should write paragraphs containing a clear beginning and ending and provide links between
paragraphs to form clear and logical transitions. Relevant details and ideas should be included to support
viewpoints. Candidates should be reminded of the difference between descriptive and narrative essays, read
the questions carefully and ensure that fully relevant information is given.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1: Argument and Discussion

Question 1
‘R FAE BB LEEBRAYNED, T RAED? E—RBAARRANGLE, AR ATLE ERFLRRZE
EAIL B o

=

Candidates were expected to develop a coherent argument that clearly presents a strong position. The
successful responses often gave a clear opinion at the beginning of the essay and then justified opinions,
providing a wide range of relevant evidence and facts before giving the conclusion. Many candidates were
able to present persuasive arguments and link ideas in a logical way. Some candidates mentioned the
advantages of work experience without explaining why doing work experience would not affect learning.
Some gave balanced views from both sides of the argument, resulting in the paragraphs being uneven in
quality or losing focus.
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Question 2

CRMEIZBTTH K S AL
AR &

A T AT AR ERFE AR EEINLEIFE —REA LR G LF R ILH

e

Strong candidates could define negative energy, point out its impact on people and justify why people should
or should not avoid those who have negative energy. Good responses also used clear and effective
language, provided well-developed arguments and quoted famous sayings and events to support their
viewpoint. For example, some concluded that everyone has negative energy and that people should accept it,
live with it and even convert it to positive energy. Weaker candidates misunderstood the meaning of negative
energy and focused on how bad or inappropriate behaviour affects others. Some candidates discussed their
views in both ways or only mentioned the disadvantages of having negative energy without linking
arguments.

Question 3

¥ A E ARG, A BEERY AME—BLF. LFELMOIEATILA:
o IRINAHZRRI.

o  MIERPAT @R BHAR A X A

o FH U FdalTil il BHIFRS

This was the most popular topic in Section 1. The best responses defined success, linked success with
resistance, presented both sides and explained how teenagers could succeed. The following example shows
how success and resistance is linked: ‘& ik H R ZE & A K BREHRELE, £ —MNATRE BHEFRFGRLEA
£ %, ’ Many candidates could provide their definition of success, structure essays in a logical way and
support their ideas and viewpoints with relevant facts. Some candidates were able to produce a convincing
argument on the positive aspect, such as % # m& 7 4 41 ' #; however, there were not many negative aspects
argued, such as BH LT — 2 AR, BHFEIR TG F 2R and & ks J) 69 B & TMULE B4, In
some cases, the last bullet point was not attempted.

Question 4
AP ERERETFLBEREAR, N XEFBEEESE AHT. £—KkPFELLE BRFEMNHR &FT L. iF
HEXRIFTHEE—BLTE, LFLAOLIEATILL:

o RFMAARKRAHLZ2BAZIS
o RFMNAXELE I Fidil
o EMAp HirikABLL,

This was one of the most popular topics in Section 1 as it was very relevant to candidates’ daily lives and
experiences. Most candidates fulfilled the task, presented some clear reasons showing that they understood
why parents might want a second child; they also covered the other two points listed in the question with
relevant facts and ideas. Stronger candidates were able to explain their views regarding why their parents
would consider having a second child, voice their concerns and expectation and explain how to get along
with their younger siblings by mentioning their own experiences. However, some candidates only responded
to one or two bullet points listed in the question. Some candidates mainly focused on the reason why parents
want a second child, mentioning the need to carry on the family line and having a preference of sons to
daughters, and gave limited details in response to the second and third bullet points. Some misread the
questions and wrote about parents’ expectations and concerns rather than classmates’ expectations and
concerns. Centres should continue to support candidates in understanding and reading questions carefully.

Section 2: Description and Narrative

Question 5
EN, REAAMEBFOTCET . #BE—T SR EERRGET.

This was one of the most popular topics in Section 2. Candidates were expected to describe the scene at an
airport and their personal feelings. Strong candidates were able to provide details of the hustle and bustle at
the airport and the worrying and anxious feeling when they found out their rucksack was missing. The
language of the successful pieces was often sophisticated, creating a good selection of intense and vivid
images. Some candidates created a close-up scene, which added more detail to the overall image. However,
many candidates wrote a story about the process of losing bags at the airport rather than describing their
feelings and the atmosphere when they lost their bags. Weaker candidates attempted the essay as a
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narrative, writing an un-engaging simple story about how they got to the airport and how they found it at a
help desk without many details of the surroundings or mood change.

Question 6
BT TERGRILE, L2 RF R —NRIEN, #EINRBRXARG G SEES,

Candidates were asked to describe a homeless person at a station and their thoughts and feelings. The best
essays could create vivid images of the homeless person (i.e. his/her appearance, actions, language and
personality) and present the change of their mental activities or perception of the homeless person. Strong
candidates also balanced the description of the homeless person and the mood at that particular situation
well with well-developed ideas and sensory details. Many candidates narrated what happened at the station
and provided limited description of the homeless person and their feelings, which missed the focus. Weak
candidates also wrote a lot about how they met the homeless person and how the homeless person became
homeless or wrote a story about being a homeless person.

Question 7
CEBE, KRR TEK TR &) EF KRB — BieA L,

Candidates were expected to use narrative devices to tell an engaging story about being a head teacher in a
dream. Excellent essays consistently engaged the reader with imagery, characterisation or settings. For
example, some candidates included interesting events that happened when they were head teachers; some
candidates provided a sudden turn of events and presented switches between scenes. Weaker candidates
also provided a lot of details of the new rules or expressed their viewpoints on education without narrating
events. For example, some wrote ‘% —, %=, - =, - WwRALIKRK, —LRFRITER—ITXIF
#9354, ° However, many candidates listed things that they would have done as a head teacher and
explained how the new rules would be implemented without narrative devices or an event to link the plots
together. Some candidates managed to narrate a range of events, but the story had no start or ending.

Question 8
R — R ARG,

This was the most popular topic in Section 2 as it was very relevant to candidates’ experiences. Strong
candidates used a wide range of images, managed the different sections carefully and created a climax to
convince the reader that the boat trip was a good or bad experience. Some excellent responses also used
sailing as a metaphor for life. Many candidates described the harbour, the sea, their feelings and the cruise
ship with details without any story line or plot. However, it would be considered as a descriptive essay. Weak
candidates listed what they did in the boat and gave limited details of characters and setting. For example,
BT RE, AAREESF. £THETUE, MM ERLXAT, BT FEUE, ZMNA
|7 XK#%, > Candidates should be reminded of the differences between a narrative and a descriptive
essay.
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